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Jesse James who claims to be the noted Clay County, Mis* 
souri, bandit, supposedly shot by Bob Ford on April 3, 1882, 
(for 310,000 reward), has re-appeared after 51 years of hid* 
mg and is rapidly establishing his identity to a disbelieving 

world. : • . .'•■■.’• W>' “ „!i, ,-•'.> 


America’s Original Public Enemy 

. , » * . - ' • 

Returns to tell the True 
Story of his 
of Banditry! 





A tii Vfe L M N ?:PE R S O N ' 


Hear Jesse James tell the hair-raising story of how he and 
Bob Ford planned his own murder. Hear how Jesse changed 
clothes with the Slain Charles Bigelow (also a wanted man) 
and made his escape only to return the next day to attend 
his own funeral and act as one of his own' pall-bearera. 
Hear Jesse James tell how he helped bury himself outside 
his own mother's window! Hear him tell many other thrill- 
ing tales of his own exploits as America’) 
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-■ Accompanied by a delega- 
tion of old-timers# who had po- 
sitively indentified him,' Jesse 
James called on the Governor 
of Missouri and was assured 
that — when the $10*000 re- 
ward was paid to Bob Pord 
for shooting the man whom 
the coroner's Inquest declar- 
ed to be Jesse James — the 
case was officially closed as 
far as the State of Missouri 
was concerned, , # . 
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JESSE JAMES 
As he Appears Today 

To See Hi» A fs ^ B.U.V. B. 
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1938 , with shieh you enclosed ft flyer announcing 
eppeerance of Jesse Janes ftt the Foods Theater lh 
Cordele, 

lY'X'^y '' In response toyour inquiry, it has elvers 
my under standing that the infanous hen 

died several years P**a-V\n\&fci ... .. .gfe’KMfe-. •• M 
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, 4 thought you sdght 'be interested in the en» : '^ . • V 

closed copy .of. the booklet entitled: "The. Federal .fcrreftft.:;k^%r§;®-fi'&^s 
of Investigation* which deals with the work and functions 
of this Bureau* A copy of ay address "Public Duty in 

Tjiit tofftreimimt* If Also ancloBfid* 
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the university of Tennessee 
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J, Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D*C # 


Dear Mr# Hoover: 
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A man is appearing in our theaters here under the name 
of the notorious outlaw, JessedP James# He claims he is the 

original, and that the fellow who was killed was only mistaken 
for the original. 
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He is to appear at the Dayton, Tennessee, theater the latter 
part of this week. 

I should like very much to have any data, or information, 
you might have concerning the facts of the Jesse James murder. 

Is the original outlaw, Jesse James dead? 
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: * ; -Tor your infomation it was reported' "that Jessie iHM* 

Jeaes, the original outlaw, has been deed n&cy years. :X • •;/;«/ 

have no da te regarding the .todividnaX >«» ^dviss\is kites' 
et the theatre in Dayton, Tennessee. I an taking the liberty 
of forwarding to you several publications of the FBI which it 
is believed will be of Interest to you. 
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LOS ANGELES, CALIFOBRIA 
August 10, 1938 
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c ’- ' SHHIHIHHHI sal d that sons tine daring the past year 

' there was an individual who either surrendered or was taken into 
.custody by the Chicago, Illlnoi^^g^^^J^artnent, who claiaed 
jfto be; the real JESSE JAKES. 
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The real JESSE JAMES was supposed to bayeeome bullft* 
wound sears on his chest, possibly onthe right aids. The eosplete 
description sight indicate if the individual In Chicago had each 
scars and if there is any data available oonoeming the affidavits 
or papers which the individual is supposed to have had indicating 
that he vas the real JESSE JAMES, it would be appreciated if you 
could furnish a aumnary of that, 
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J. H. HAMSOR, 

Special Agent in Charge. 
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.. Tour «cnnamlo*tion of #sao 17. 1938. hoi 
boon rocolvod* In -which you hare ao.de inquiry 
conoomlng the fosouo bondit, Josoo /unit 
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furounnt to your Inquiry 
that it fens boon ro ported that 

Jozoos has boon dead for aony years* It has ooourrod 
to bo that you sight like to have sororal booklets 
dealing with the work of the Federal bureau of Inresti- 
gation, and I as pleased indeed to send you pamphlets 

ir perwaaii;2^:^<-^'^^ 


and 



'f v. , .. .. 



The self-addressed postal card whieh you 
enelosed with your letter is being returned herewith. 
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Mr. Letter 
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■ m3 esse James 

i- ■ » ■■■ ■■ i "W 

^ *Y ROBERT 4. CASEY. WP 
Specials >l»patcJi from i SUttObrmwstot. 

AshuandtKy^-June 16.— Some- 
body called up the office of the 
United States marshal last night 
and reported that Jesse James, alive 
and in excellent health, was in 

town. *'r>:^r:v- •> .. -v^r'v:; B v -vjrV ■- • r »k-~. 

w Who? M inquired the marshal, and 
he found out that he had heard right 
the first time. fi[ .y?yi - ^ y* v 

“Report him to J. Edgar Hoover/* 
ne suggested. And he hung up the 
receiver, \ leaving .i an -"indignant 
populace to seethe and boil, i Why 
wouldn't somebody with brains 
answer the telephone at the Federal 
Building? What had become of the 
I aw — the bad-mann act or whatever 
j .t was • - tailed, ~ that forbade the 
transport of outlaws in .interstate 
ommerce? There didn’t seem to be 
; ny answer," and Jesse James, un- 
! jolested.checked in at a local hotel. 
He was. wearing a black slouch 
-t, a neat white shirt, a black frock 
. 'at of the type popular in Congress 
1 the *aOs (around the time he was' 

: ot and killed by Bob Ford) and 
'jack breeches stuffed into tight- 
'./ting tyack boots. He is tall, thin 
;s a gas pipe, and 91 years old, as 


in t imura 






by right Jesse James ought to be. 
His baggage . consisted of a fin suit- 
case and a hamper full of affidavits. 
u;*?Jesse James,'* read the clerk as 
the old man laid down the pen. He 
seemed interested. >;• - 
; <f What about it?** Inquired Jesse 
James, sticking out his pointed chin. 
/ “Nothing except that they gen- 
erally sign their names John Jones/* 
said the clerk. ’ 

*Tm appearing r at the Grand 
Theater,** said Mr. James. *Tf there 
are any calls for /me Jxave them 
transferred/*- 

*T11 tell the United States marshal 
that you are here/* promised the 
clerk — and presumably he did. A 
bellboy picked up the baggage and 
started for the elevator crooning an 
old song:r - • 

Jesse left a tot/e, to mourn him oil 
: her l i/e. V / ; v -- 
Three little children * they toere 
^ brave > ( 




When the dirty little cotoar 1 he 
c % shot Mr. H oward - vV 
And laid Jesse James /tn[ his 
. grave . '• '• 

It is significant of important anti 
adventurous figures in the United 
States that they are never allowed 
to die. John Brown’s body wt* 
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talcen trom the gallows at Harper’s 
Ferry and revived by physicians in 
the employ of his wife. ^Booth es- 
caped from the burning barn after 
the murder of Lincoln and at his 
death many years later came to be 
a -aideshow mummy . and educa- 
tional exhibit with a fine boxoffice 
lure. |;A1 .Capone isn’t in Alcatraz— 
it'* somebody who looks like him. 
John Dillinger is alive in South 
America. Ask anybody. v * *:-j 
%A»d *o .with Jesse James It is 
ho surprise to discover that he has 
been alive all these years and Is bUU 
alive. Nobody, apparently, had ever 
suspected he was dead. . }. 

Jesse’* Manner* Improved. ^ 
ere was a cop standing at the 
hitel entrance when Jesse otrpde 
oft. He was annoyed because some- 
;V.. - jjq^j had parked too close to a fire 

% r Good "morning, officer ” ^aaid 
Jesse James cheerfully. - K ] J 
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nesses almost anybody could be 
Jesse James in safetyi \ 

" The Mtoehtmi* Bwa*pt."5’^1 
Four limes a day Mr. James told 
the audience of the Grand Theater 
all about himself and his miraculous 
escape. It seems there was another 
lad named Jesse James^— a second 
cousin or something. This fellow got 
in with the James gang and de- 
ceived all the member*, including 
the treacherous Bob Ford, -r j 
The impersonation was a silly per- 
formance because Mr. Ford’s eye* 
sight seems to have been falling at 
the time and so he failed to notice 
little characteristics that would 
have made him auspicious. Or may- 
be Mr. Ford’s judgment was dulled 
by his vision of reward. , At any 
rate the bogus Jesse did well 
enough. Ford shot him in the back. 
The body was turned over to the 
mourning family and that was the 
end of the James saga save for the 
present engagement at the Grand 
theater. . * . *Next week. Hunting- 
ton. W. , * • - 

, Mr. James has numerous affida- 


vit^ to support hi* claim to i\e 

mi- 


name” of the supposedly dead o 
law. They are signed by friends 
and neighbors of Missouri, Montanh 
and other ptates and get forth the 
deponents belief that Jesse James 
was and is jeise James. Ho one 
has tvef ^attempted to prove that 
the makers of the affidavits lacked 
Sincerity. the United States 

marshal found no reason to Quarrel 
with the affidavits. He was Quite 
willing to stipulate that Jesse 
James was Jesse James or Chris- 
topher Columbus. His position was 
that he didn’t care. .. " 

{^^Eobbery.** Jesse Omplalns. 

" Mr. James came back to the hotel 
after his first hard day at the thea- j 
ter and discovered that he was be- 
ing charged $4 for a room. He said j 
It was * highway 'robbery and / the j 
clerk said he didn’t know what he 
was talking about— which St where 
the matter rests at present 
“he-is-Jesse-James” faction Is get- 
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ting plenty of support In Ashland. 

m M m . -A ft _ 

If local 


folk-song societies can v re- 
vive Queen Elizabeth as they have 
done so successfully in their recent 
choral offerings there seems to he 
no good reason why a commercial 
theater Shouldn't resurrect - J 
James. . ... y • 

; With Jesse on the Grand 
program is a double feature 
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<4 Good morning to yourself, sill” 
Answered the cop. And the d;|y 
wa* brighter for witnesses who re- 
membered that in the old days 
Jesse had wasted no time being 
pleasant to cops and very few cops 
bad been pleasant to Jesse. It is 
nice to consider that in a matter of 
almost 60 years the manners of the 
rough old world have improved. 

The statute of limitations on 
wurder A does "not exist and when 
Bob Ford shot Jesse loose from a 
stepladder in St Joe, Mo., several 
murder indictments were outstand- 
ing against him. Many of the popu- 
lace — those who were not trying to 
call the United States marshal— 
wtndered that the resurrected » Mr. 
Jtrrtes should call attention to tiem.j 

But, come to think about It, Jesse 
jvijs in no danger. Most of the wit- 
messes are dead and without wit- 


<?ie~halt of which Is episode No. 
of! "Buck Eogcrs* Trip to Ms 
Sime of the dtitici. didxrt like me 
i[ick Rogers’ part of it They said 
it was too implausible. 
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Honarable J. Edgar Hoover, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 



ar Sir: 



It may not be within*^ the fLtfld of your authority to 
investigate, but I am calltf^g yo \xr attention to the 
filming of a picture at ffxneville . Mi ssouri , that is 
to re-enact the outlaw career of Jesse .Tames , and it 
is to be call n Jesse James.” 


v This picture may be wholly "within the law” but I do 
\ believe it is going to be a "splendid” lesson in out 
< lawry that our young people do not need. 




, too many of the Pictures of today portray lessons to the 
young that tend to start them on the "trigger figure 
^ road. " 


The Silver Screen has sugh great possibilities for good, 
that it is a pitjfy 'that!!very opposite is so often shown. 

We have too many outlaws, even with every agency for good 
^working to make the world better. Why show a picture of 
l^-qfrime? No doubt the evil of such a life will be presented 
^ in the picture — but too many of the young will never get 
-T^/that part of the picture. They will see the glamour and - 
Vdash — the easy money — the escape — and try to get by where 
"The James Gang” got caught. 


What can be done about iti Productei? may say that the 
Public demands itJJJ 
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When John Noll, 93? /Maryvdte .place, went, to Pmwjje 
_.j a th-ce nictures of the movie company making the motion picture J e8S « 
?™«? ThU “the train ,h,.comp»y i 8 ed in <Se "Ujin «!*«,- of 

the picture.. - / -rj* " t \ ; - • • :• • ' . 
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Tyrone Power, who 
plays J ess e. James,., 
walking around be-; 
tweeirscefles* - vy : *_ K.>x‘ 
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;.';lnlr, Hoover’s absence 

1 * * » * f, . , . ... . 

wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of „• .• • •» **-. —•«. 

Sebteaber 21, 1938, advising of the :: c<»t«^eaf , ^^'-‘^‘ s '^ :i; ' v 
showing of the motion picture entitled "Jesse Janes.* 

On be h a lf of Mr. Hoover I want to thank 
you for making known your views, and you My be - 'S”^* r -:•■• v . 

that your letter will be called to the Oirector’a 
attention' upon his return to t&shington 
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1/2 YEAR-OLI^SON SUGGESTED THAT THEY 


E JESSE^JAMES , " STATE REP*^ChARLESJ>tLANAGAN .OI>tfALTERS 
ILL" IN . THE LEGISLATURE T ENS 0R_ ALL„0KLA HOMJ^ 0VIES._AND 
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• OKLAHOMA CITY— BECAUSE HI'S 3 
ROB.-'A -BANK " 

INTRODUCED Al _ 

GLCISE THEATERS ON SUNDAY. . THE BILL W OULb "'SIT" UP A STATE BCS^RD 
OF CENSORS COMPOSED OF THREE MINISTERS AND TWO LAYMEN. ■ 

‘THE REPRESENTATIVE SAID THAT WHEN HE TOLD HIS SON, ANDY, THAT HE 
LACKED MONEY, THE CHILD SUGGESTED: 
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"THEN WHY DON # T YOU TAKE A GUN LIKE JESSE JAMES AND GO TO A BANK 




AND GET. SOME?" 
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In accordance rltb instructions, the! writer bias attended 
soring picture of * JeeBo^Jaaeg* aeyeral tiaes in order to becoee A. . 
thoroughly acquainted with the story and characters ea portrayed therein^ .... : . 

and has then consulted available books at the Congressional Library . v ;V ; ' , 
in order to obtain the historical facte of the life of Jesse Jaaee end 
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of his brother. Prank Jaaee. 
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brothers &6 daring. 


■The moving picture of "Jesse Jaaee" presents >/ tbe ' James ; 
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men, more the victim of circumstances 

irisanstould be admired for their courage and pitied Tor their misfortunes, ^ r' 
rather than the heartless and desperate persons history shots them to 
have been. Throughout the picture, the sympathy of the audience is vith ’ ' 
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Je&£e' And Frank, ' v f i- v ^ V. • v^J- 
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The picture opens vith a scene . 

of the St. Louis-Midland Railroad, and three of hie assistants are going 
around the countryside using intimidation, threats and physical force to 
make the farmers sell their land to the railroad for a sere Pittance, then 
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these men reach the farm of the widow, Mrs. James, she refuses _ 
deed and Frank and Jesse become involved In a fight vith the strangers.’ then 
Barces grabs a scythe vith which to strike Frank, Jesse shoots the hand of 


Barcee, and the enraged men go hurriedly back to town to swear out a warrant 


,v. - *. 


.. * *- 




•- 


for Jesse* s errest. Jesse and F^rnnk call a meeting of all the farmers) lm 
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p their lands, homes and crops, from the railroad. Fhile the meeting 


• ^ m';«v » / 

• t V* •' 

- 1 


rogrees, friend center to vaW.teaak and Jeeae' that Barcee vith the 


end his men is an his way to>rreet them. In order to avoid trouble^ 
a flee ^to the hil ls. ;: When Barcee arrives, he is told the boys have 
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e, setting fire to the bouse and killing Hre • Jamas • When Jesse 

thin outrage, Jesse comes into town and ehoota Barcee. - 
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lence is made to feel that, the lav of the West at that time being 
tol; this was the ma'tural end even the lrighi ; thing for Jesse to idoi 
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on the . dmaw 'jftnd . gets away to the ’.hills' again" after 'avenging his 


railroads -being in control of the itstc «t thkt ti«». A-iA;- 


j, a reward is offered for Jesse* a oapture, and thus b 

Mr. Ni' to 3BB't6'Iij(s career of plundering and robbing. i 0 ol, 0 
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According to history ( the tdfuicc of the r&llro&dt isto thi . .. “* 

West hod nothing to do with the crininel careers of the James boys , During 
the childhood of Jesse end frank, they had little hone diecipline.^ ^ f Thdir - , • v7 * 

rather died when the children were qnite young, end several years^latOJ^^i 1 ^^. 
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wrs. Janes ren&rried, becoming Mrs. Samuel*. The children era described 
even hy their friends as *a UtUe wild;* and ithey were alwys the leaT 
©• the boys in the neighborhood* . .. They lowed, firearms, and marly became 
expert shotB, When the Civil War opened, FFank Joined the Guerrilla Ch 
Quantrell, fighting for the South. ' 

arrested his cother and aieltrr and ^ VMB w 

giving assistance atK) Information to the QttoirilU soldiers^ Jesse also . - 

Joined Quantrell. The J times l5rothex*a even during tJbie eer were particularly 
savage and bloodthirsty* They shoved no mercy to Union sympathisers and 
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often stooped to triokery, gaining the confidence of farmers and them 
shooting them at the first opportunity*. - When the war ended and the 
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querrilln bond surrendered # the James boys refused to surrender and go back ''-v 
to an ordinary peaceful, life* ; ffith a few friends axxd war-time comrade# §'%**/' V^ii" 
they continued to rob, plunder, murder and terrorise the oovkArri^'^ ■' " 

. ** was noted that the picture never showed the Jaees brothers ' ^ 

kill anyone* According to the picture, when this railroad was opened betws 
St. Louis and Liberty, Uiesouri, the gang hold up the train and took all 
the money of the passengers,; but took no Jewelry and Injured ho doe; 

According to the historical facts, however, when they held up their first 
train, 2S soldiers and 4 citisens wearing blue blouses, were lined up end 
shot. One hundred Iowa cavalrymen who happened to coae along Just after 
the robbery war* massacred by the tyro hundred members of the guerr illa ben d, 
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change inside until robbing % and killing become a port of his blood and 
b® will never stop* She arranges through the Waited States 
Jesse to give himself up, and the President cf the railroad givmh 
written praise that he will not prosecute for more than the m inimu m ^the 
law would allow, which would be no more than five years in prison. With 
'this written agreement, Jesse gives . up end goes to prison. As soon ae Hr 
is behind bars, the railroad President, who is portrayed in thd picture Ss -v.v..>v 
S very disagreeable person, has the townputunder martial law .brings im 
maiy United SUtes soldiers and an outside Judge, and prepares to ttfwscuto'*^^ '’ 
to the fullest and. have. Jesse hehgdd. -The titisins - 
this treachery end appear to openly sympathise with ( 
bears what has happened, he j>oaes":int,o town 1^' by a 

./Thus again' the audience 
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James never fiawe himself up et eiy time. . After a bank robbdry at ' C-^t i 
of which the James boye were accused, Jeose did write a letter offering 
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to Burrondor, with his brother Frank, and subait to trial if the Ooveraor " 

would fuarantaa thaa safety against the chances of aob violence and lynch 
law in Daviess County. After exsaining the papers in the ease, the 
Governor declared be did not .believe the .hoys had anything to 'db 4fi 
robbery , and the natter, quieted down. Many people, however, conti 
believe that Jesse had instigated the robbery,. And the J&»e& gang 
continued to rob one bank after another and hold up trains, 
people; . . .. • •' -■* 
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soae ten yeare and all efforts to capture then had failed, Allan Pinkerton 
was employed by the Express Company to hunt then. Three detectives were 
killed by the gang, and it was decided to sake an attack oa t)w boys at 
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which caused a great deal of synpa thy for the Janes boys to be aroused, 
but far fron starting the boye on their career of crime, as sueh'an 
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Several interesting incidents occurred in the picture which 
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\ states Marshal chanced to come in. . Zee introduced Jesse as Thomas Boward, 
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church to be married. When they enter the church a service la going mmv x'dv^^. 
They interrupt the service and aek to be married, Then Jesse James gives V 
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i* to receive the large rewards offered by the railroad* Vhen Frank "-}sp' r 
releases Jesse from prison, they succeed in esceping from the posse 
pursuing then by scattering money behind them. All members of the 
pursuing party stop to pick up the money and allow the criminals to escape. 
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The robbery of tW bahk it Morthfield, 
first undertaking of this kind in which the James gang failed completely 
and which caused the capture or death of all the old members of the gang 
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except Frank end Jesse Janee 
light on -the ef i 
of : the gang, on 
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has a noustache, wear* a derby, carriee e little eamonex wxw « 
and walks around with a wary e elf -ia portent and ayeterioua air, , 
contacts the president of s the bank in Morthfield/ and P^^&tion^are 
Bade to trap' the gang. .The plana. work weU, and all aeobere ^,, v: - 

are killed or captured except Tjnank and Jesse who- 

Jesse being seriously wounded. ;Historically, howerer, there is^ l^chery^ 
on the part of any of the nesibera of the gang^in connecti<m 
Borthfield robbery, and no aaaeety offer had been IS^- : 

at this tine. The robbers, on antering the town of Hoyttf le24, *J . Kv •**" * • V*f 
with loud yells and such firing of gune and pistols, thinking 
the people. The citisens, howerer, were not so easily frightened. , TO the 
aontmr thev realised what was happening and wMle s»pst pf the outlaws - 
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did ao only with great difficulty. They proceeded to Texas, where Frank 
recuperated from his injury, and for several more years they continuec 
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to health after a very eerioui wound. Ze« persuaded , ». - i 

career of crine, and ha agreed to reform and to take per and their. a«a to 
Calif omU where they would live a normal life. Before^they eovOd #akf - 
arrangeaents to leave, however. Boh Ford, a member of the gang who paid 
he escaped from the Rortbfield authorities, and hie brother Charlie came 
to see Jessie. They asid they bad aeen Frank, and th^** — ““ * 

Join them and Frank in a raid on the Platte City bank 
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Crittenden came into office as Governor of Miseouri on 
he determined to rid Missouri of train robbers and outlaws, end _ 
particularly of the James gang. As the State could only offer a reward 
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Mote* Information concerning the lives of the Janes Brother® was obtained 
chiefly froe the book, •Illustrated Lives and Adventures of frank and Jesse 
Janes," written by J. A.Dacue, Ph, D. , formerly, of; the Editwi^ 
the St. Louis Republican and Member of the Missouri Legislature. *:TWp 'f 
hook vas published in 1881, before the death of Jp6Se Jwees. : The 
to the book states that the inf ornation contained there ineas obtained 
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chiefly /von original sources, the author 

home and neighborhood of Mrs. Manuels, nother of Prank and Jesse Janes.^i 

Infomation concerning the killing of Jesse: Jakes snd the circue^tances 
surrounding it was obtained fron .the book, *Tbe Crittenden Menoirs,* 
coapiled by Henry Rust oh .Crittenden, 193h. Much of this n&teri&l was 
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taken fro® the Autobiography of Thonaa f. Crittenden, Governor of Missouri ^ 
at the tin* of the killing of Jesse Janes and the 'surrendsr 'of -Frank*.: 

Other books on ths life of Jesse Janes, listed in the catalogue of th# ;^ 5 -- 
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Congressional Library, eere not available at this . tine. 
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